Gold(I)-catalysed alcohol additions to cyclopropenes.
Gold(i)-catalysed addition of alcohols to 3,3-disubstituted cyclopropenes occurs in a highly regioselective and facile manner to produce alkyl tert-allylic ethers in good yields. The reaction is tolerant of sterically hindered substituents on the cyclopropene as well as primary and secondary alcohols as nucleophiles. In this full article, we report on the substrate scope and plausible mechanism, as well as the regioselectivity issues arising from subsequent gold(i)-catalysed isomerisation of tertiary to primary allylic ethers.